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President’s Message 
Ray McCue, CEC, AAC 

As I write this letter, I can’t believe that it is the new year already.  I am sure many of us are happy to 
see 2022 in the rear-view mirror.  Unfortunately, I couldn’t attend our annual holiday party due to 
coming down with COVID.  But I would like to thank Chef George O’Palenick and Chef Ken Watt for 
making sure the event went off without a hitch.  I am beyond grateful for all the support I have been 
given by everyone throughout 2022 and can’t wait to see what 2023 brings.  It’s an honor to each and 
every year to be part of such an incredible group of industry professionals. 

As we look to 2023, be sure to check out our calendar of upcoming events.  I don’t want you to miss 
any of our exciting gatherings.  One of those is this month’s joint meeting with the Epicurean Club of 
Boston and the New Hampshire Chapter on January 19th at Affinity Group in Lawrence, MA. Smithfield 
has put together an impressive training. Also, March Johnson & Wales will be hosting us as part of the 
Food Innovation & Technology Symposium.  In April, we will have our Chef of the Year dinner along 
with swearing in of the new chapter officers.  In May, we will be holding a Seafood Showcase in 
Providence.  These are just some the interesting venues and topics that I am sure will peak your 
interest.    

As I have reiterated from this space over the past few years, ACFRI is here for you the members.  We 
all have grown and changed considerably since the impact of COVID.  As the chapter president, I have 
tried my best to embrace these changes and view them as opportunities. What sits before us is a 
golden opportunity to enact real change for the better that can enhance our organization. I believe 
the only way to do that is by having a clear vision for the future.  

I’m always a click away at rmccue@jwu.edu.   
Please check out our website WWW.ACFRI.ORG  

 

http://www.acfri.org/
mailto:rmccue@jwu.edu
http://www.acfri.org/
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Ronald McDonald 
House 

Ronald McDonald House is welcoming all volunteers back there are restriction, which 
could change monthly their number one goal is the safety of the children and their 
families  

Again, thank you for your support of this great chapter endeavor, the families really feel 
the love put into each meal. If you have any question free to contact me. 

Linda Musch CCE, AAC 

Linda_musch@verizon.net 
401-787-5116 

 

 

 

 
 

My mother taught me that a woman in the 
kitchen isn’t a symbol of domesticity, but of 
empowerment.   GAIL SIMMONS 

mailto:Linda_musch@verizon.net
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If you have information or are interested in advertising in our newsletter please feel free to 
reach out to Matthew Britt or Ray McCue. 
 

ACFRI Board 
President    Ray McCue CEC, AAC  
Vice President  Ken Watt CEC 
Treasurer   George O’Palenick CEC, CCE, AAC, HOF  
Secretary   Matthew Britt CEC 
     Matthew M. Tetzner 
Sargent at Arms  Matthew Thompson CEC, CCA 

 
 

   

 

 

ADDRESS 

PO Box 316 Saunderstown, Rhode Island 02874 

PRESIDENT’S PHONE: 

401-598-2631 

E-MAIL: 

Ray.mccue@jwu.edu 

 

American Culinary Federation 
Rhode Island Chapter 

WE’RE ON THE WEB! 

Visit us at: 

WWW.ACFRI.ORG  

http://www.acfri.org/
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